EDITOR: BILL B. COBURN, 1 JERSEY STREET, DEAKIN, A.C.T. 2600 


Who really designed that graceful mascot 
adorning all Rolls-Royce cars built since 1921? 

Was it Charles Sykes RA, the artist com- 
missioned to do the job? Was it Claude Johnson, 
the administrative genius behind the R-R legend? 
Was it John, Lord Montagu, said to have in- 
stigated the idea? Was it an unknown Greek 
sculptor who, in 200B.C. produced the magnificent 
Victoire De Samothrace, now exhibited in Paris 
at the Musee de Louve? 

There can be no argument that the prototype 
mascot was produced within Charles Sykes’ work- 
shop. But if the design of the immortal statuette 
was his alone, it came with an uncharacteristic 
flash of inspiration not evident in his other work. 

The official story is that Claude Johnson 
was disturbed by a prevailing fashion for fitting 
comic radiator mascots to elegant cars. In 1909 
or possibly 1910, he is said to have approached 
Charles Sykes, asking him to produce a mascot 
more in keeping with the silky, silent smoothness 
of a Rolls-Royce in motion. The result was the 
statuette commonly dubbed as the Flying Lady 
but officially known as the Spirit of Ecstasy. 

‘Spirit’ displays a fairy-like figure alighting 
on the prow of the car. It’s grace and harmony 
have since become as famous as the car itself. 

Sykes’ first attempt to fulfil his commission 
was inept. Its concept and artistic form were 
clumsy and Johnson rightly sent the artist back 
to the drawing board. The original prototype — 
later displayed at the Montagu museum at Beau- 
lieu, England — showed little of the poise and 
style of the second attempt. The latter won a 
Gold Medal first prize within weeks of its intro- 
duction. Some twenty years later, Sykes was 
commissioned by the factory to produce a third 
Lady mascot. Produced in 1934 this version had 
the lady kneeling. Like the first design, it lacked 
the vitality of the Spirit of Ecstasy. The detail 
is so poor that it seems the poor lady had been 
caught in a rainstorm and soaked to the skin. 

If Charles Sykes was the sole originator of 
the Spirit of Ecstasy, his work was patchy to 
say the least. From 1903 to 1911 or longer he 
worked as a staff artist on Car Illustrated, a 
rather snobbish weekly owned by John, Lord 
Montagu of Beaulieu, and devoted to motoring 
as seen through the eyes of the aristocracy. 
It’s pages carried descriptions of beautiful English 
homes and the latest in ladies’ fashion. According 
to one report, the best feature was the reproduc- 
tion quality of the photographs of fine cars on 
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thick art paper. The worst was the use of cartoons 
drawn by Charles Sykes to illustrate a rather 
interminable series called “Motor Pirates.” 

As a staff member, Sykes worked in close 
association with Eleanor Thorton. She started as 
secretary to Lord Montagu and later, in the words 
of the present Lord Montagu, became his father’s 
“closest friend and companion.” Eleanor modelled 
for Sykes on several occasions. She appears to 
have posed for a trophy designed by Sykes and 
presented by Lord Montagu to the best team per- 
formance in the 1903 Gordon Bennett Cup, held 
that year in Ireland. This statuette represents 
the naked figure of a lady, apparently struggling 
to hold aloft a small but heavy racing car. 

Later, Eleanor was the probable model for 
a statuette with more artistic appeal. It shows 
her — naked again — as a bachante or priestess. 

Sykes was not without experience in the de- 
sign and casting of statuettes, but this is not the 
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(Whatever 1s rightly done, however humble. is noble — Royce, 1924) 


reason why his work became known to Rolls- 
Royce. Lord Montagu was a close friend of Charles 
Rolls and Claude Johnson, and also a most en- 
thusiastic owner of a 40/50 h.p. Johnson had 
invited Sykes to prepare a series of paintings, 
each depicting an R-R ear at a social or sporting 
function. Fourteen such paintings were done be- 
tween 1909 and 1911. Some were used in R-R 
sales literature, but unfortunately all traces of 
the original paintings appear to be lost, so their 
artistic merit cannot be judged. 

It was, however, during this time that the 
company decided to commission an official radiator 
mascot. Exactly who first suggested it is not 
known, but probably Johnson and Montagu tossed 
the idea around. Johnson is known to have bridled 
at the thought of a comic policeman riding on an 
R-R radiator cap. Lord Montagu complained in 
his magazine: “Is it not time to protest against 
the ridiculous types of mascots which in so many 
instances are allowed to disfigure a good car, as 
one may see on the roads at any time ” 

The present Lord Montagu says that it was 
at his father’s instigation that Sykes designed 
the Spirit of Ecstasy. It was, he said, a girl who 
in the artist’s own words “has selected road travel 
as her supreme delight and has alighted on the 
prow of a R-R to revel in the freshness of the 
air and the musical sound of her fluttering 
draperies.” 


He goes on to say that the figure was pro- 
bably a composite derived from the various models 
who sat for Sykes but the features were un- 
mistakably those of Eleanor Thorton. Lord Mon- 
tagu adds: “So are those seen on a figure, posi- 
tioned somewhat differently, which was rejected 
by R-R for reasons unknown and later adopted 
by my father for his personal cars.” 
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The fact is that the rejected statuette had 
little of the elegance and subtlety of the real 
Spirit. Called “Silence,” it was intended to portray 
the comparative quietness of the engine, depicting 
the lady in a rather awkward pose, with one hand 
cupped against an ear, her clothes flowing in 
the breeze. 

“This was rejected and, in a surprisingly short 
space of time, Sykes produced a_ different 
statuette, one which embodied everything that 
Claude Johnson had sought — grace, speed and 
motion. 

It might be argued that the first statuette, 
later treasured by Lord Montagu, was the result 
of collaboration between him and Sykes, whereas 
the second statuette was the joint work of John- 
son and Sykes. One can speculate that Johnson 
showed Sykes a photograph or model of Victoire 
de Samothrace, suggesting that he wanted some- 
thing more along those lines. The similarity be- 
tween this ancient Greek work and the modern 
Spirit of Ecstasy is striking. When I visited the 
‘Lauve Museum last year, my three sons 
unanimously said, “It’s the Flying Lady,” im- 
mediately they saw the sculpture. 

Whatever its origins, Sykes called his proto- 
type “The Spirit of Ecstasy” but in a deed of 
conveyance of the title to Rolls-Royce Ltd. (dated 
March 16th, 1911), it was referred to as a statu- 
ette entitled “The Spirit of Speed.” Rolls-Royce 
advised clients that “arrangements are being 
made by which an owner of an R-R may acquire 
one of these figures at a cost of a few pounds.” 

Surprisingly, they did little to sell the lady. 
Possibly because Frederick Henry Royce believed 
that a mascot spoiled the bonnet line. (His 
personal cars always had a plain radiator cap). 
Only two cars were equipped with the lady during 
1918, the catalogue of that year making no men- 
tion of it in the list of approved accessories. It 
was not until 1921 that the Lady Mascot was 
officially mentioned as factory equipment included 
with every complete car. 

Eleanor Thornton died tragically in Decem- 
ber 1913. She was travelling to India with Lord 
Montagu aboard the S.S. Persia when it was 
torpedoed off Crete. The liner sank within 
minutes. Lord Montagu was blown to the surface 
by an underwater explosion and survived, thanks 
to a patented inflatable life jacket. His lady was 
never seen again. 

“*“d by his daughter, Charles Sykes cast 

uu. arly “Spirits of Ecstasy”, using the lost 
wax jnucess. Using moulds, they would cast a 


Until the 1920’s motor cars were 
good, honest engineering every- 
where 


4 


Lady in wax and Sykes would sign by scratching 
his name on the base. The wax mould was covered 
in heat-resisting plaster or clay so that after the 
wax was melted, the resulting hollow could be 
filled with molten metal. Over the years Sykes 
made a number of new moulds for reproduction, 
causing some noticeable discrepancies in the 
finished product. This was later to lead to some 
arguments among owners as to who had the 
‘genuine’ Sykes design. 

The origina] Lady, as fitted to the 40/50 
Silver Ghost, was 7 inches (178mm) high, but 
at least one 22 inch (559 mm) version was cast 
for display in the Company’s London showrooms. 
Over the years the Lady’s size has varied from 
model to model. The 20-25, had a mascot only 
4! inches (114mm) high, whereas the Clouds 
and the current Silver Shadows have a 5 inch 
(127 mm) Lady. 

The Kneeling Lady, fitted to some cars built 
immediately before and after World War Two, 
was undoubtedly a mistake. It was commissioned 
with a view to reducing the overall height of the 
mascot and, rather than scale down the dimen- 
sions, some misguided executive commissioned a 
new design. 

Sykes, then in his seventies, executed the 
work which was described in the Conveyance 
dated January 1934 as a “work of sculpture re- 
presenting the figure of a woman kneelirg with 
draperies flowing.” 


Soaked to the skin and sore knees. 


One critic wrote: “It looks as if, when 
alighting, she had misjudged her approach and 
landed painfully and inelegantly on her knees.” 
Furthermore, the shape of the lady’s draperies 
is lost as they wrap around her instead of trail- 
ing in the wind. 

In 1956, when R-R introduced the Silver 
Cloud, they introduced yet another version. This 
time the Lady closely resembled the original, 
with her arms and ‘wings’ a little higher. The 
aim was to reproduce a smaller statuette and 
still make it look as though the lady was caught 
in the very act of alighting from the air. 

As We know the Spirit of Ecstasy has long 
been a target for thieves and vandals. Early 
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St. Christopher by Sykes. 


rumours that they were cast in pure silver has 
not helped, but, in fact, they were made from a 
variety of metals, including nickel, German silver 
(a copper-nickel alloy), bronze and nickel bronze. 
The bronze coloured ones were usually plated 
with nickel or silver, though some were left in 
their natural colour to compliment the brass 
radiator. Some restored Silver Ghosts have been 
fitted with gold plated mascots. 

Since 1956, the Flying Ladies have been cast 
in stainless steel by the R-R factory. They are 
still made by the lost wax process — but the 
technique has beer >rought to the standards of 
an art by a generation of men skilled in making 
turbine blades for jet engines. 

We may never know whether the similarity 
between the Spirit of Ecstasy and Victoire de 
Samothrace are coincidental or if one inspired 
the other. But one thing is certain. If the Spirit 
was the unaided design of Charles Sykes, it was 
by far the best work he ever did. 

I am indebted to Barrie Gillings for provid- 
ing researched material for this article. 


PEDR DAVIS. 


But in the Thirties the Americans started easing 


off the corners 


1975 FEDERAL COUNCIL 
MEETING 


The 1975 Federal Council meeting of the 
Club was held in Melbourne on Saturday, May 3, 
1975. 

Bruce Ross the Federal President was chair- 
man, and Malcolm Johns, Federal Secretary. They 
also attended as delegates for the New South 
Wales branch. 

Patrick Kane-White and David Kenway 
attended as delegates for the. Victorian branch, 
Fred Haughty and Wallace Moorehouse were dele- 
gates for Queensland, Diana Deakin and Dick 
Wright were delegates for Western Australia, 
Cud Freeman and Derek Hartley were delegates 
for South Australia. 

Fred Engish the Federal Registrar attended 
and an, apology was received from Bill Coburn the 
Federal editor. 

The minutes of the 1974 Federal Council 
meeting were taken as read. Arising out of the 
minutes, several matters were discussed. It was 
decided that a sub-committee should be formed 
in the New South Wales branch to redraft the 
constitution and throughout the meeting dele- 
gates made suggestions as to what the redraft 
of the constitution ought to contain. 

Praeclarvm was discussed in detail and every 
delegate expressed nothing but praise for the 
tremendous work being done by Bill Coburn and 
his helpers. It was decided that Praeclarvm would 
continue to be published six times a year. 

Difficulties had arisen within the Victorian 
Branch regarding the final drafting of the Federal 
register. After a good deal of discussion, Patrick 
Kane-White undertook to forward the final draft 
of the register to Bill Coburn within a week of 
the meeting, so that the register can be in mem- 
bers’ nands prior o the Federal Rally. The meet- 
ing was very appreciative of the work done by 
Fred Engish and the assistance given by Patrick 
Kanc-White in the compiling and adjusting of 
the register. 

The duration of the term of office of the 
Federal President and Federal Secretary pursuant 
to the 1974 minute was discussed and it was de- 
cided that the status quo would prevail. In other 
words, the term of office of the Federal President 
and Federal Secretary will be from the evening 
of the Federal Rally’s formal dinner until the 
evening of the subsequent year’s Federal Rally’s 
formal dinner. It was suggested that continuity 
of Federal Councillors is most desirable and that 
it should rest with continuity of delegates. It 
was suggested that each state appoint two dele- 
gates, one delegate rotating year by year. 

On a motion from the New South Wales 
branch, Mr. C. G. (Bill) Cutts was unanimously 
elected an honorary life member of the Club. 

The meeting was then opened for general 
business. As no Federal minute book had been 
kept, the Federal Secretary had compiled one from 
those minutes which were available after searches 
in all branches. The minutes missing are those 
for the Federal Council meetings held in: 1962, 
1963, 1964, 1965, 1966 and 1967. If any member 
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has any of those minutes would he please send 
a copy to the Federal Secretary. 

The Western Australia branch was granted 
permission to incorporate a sub-club for the pur- 
pose of obtaining concessional registration pro- 
vided the Federal constitution was in no way 
contravened. The question of incorporating the 
Club as a company limited by guarantee was dis- 
cussed. This is a matter which is being looked 
into and will be reported on in due course. If it 
is decided to incorporate the Club after going 
through the necessary formalities required, the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the 
company could incorporate the new constitution. 
Customs duty on parts for vehicles more than 
thirty years old was raised. The meeting was 
informed that exemptions from Customs and 
Excise duty can be obtained by obtaining a by- 
law exemption from the Department of Customs 
and Excise. However, by-laws are generally not 
granted in respect of such items as tyres, tubes, 
batteries, spark plugs, globes, etc. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL — 1975 
L-R: Dick Wright, Diana Deacon, Patrick Kane White, Malcolm Johns, 
Cud Freeman, Fred Haughty, Wa! Moorhouse, Derek Hartley, Bruce 
Ross David Kenway. 


The next Federal Council meeting is to be 
held in Melbourne on May 1, 1976. The 1976 
Federal Rally has been allotted to the Victorian 
branch to be held over the 1976 Queen’s birthday 
week-end. 

The Victorian branch has nominated a 
Federal President and Federal Secretary who will 
take office at the appropriate time during the 
formal dinner at the Federal Rally. Bill Coburn 
was re-elected the Federal editor, Fred Engish 
was re-elected the Federal registrar and James 
Kelso was re-elected the Chief Judge for 1975/ 
1976 Club year. The final matter was, that Pat- 
rick Kane-White stressed that the colour allotted 
to Australia for Club ties was blue and not 
maroon, as often thought. 

The Federal President thanked all delegates 
for attending a very amicable and constructive 
meeting. 

The above is a summary only of the 1975 
Federal Council meeting. 

Your branch delegates have full copies of 
the minutes of the meeting which are available 


for your perusal. 
MALCOLM JOHNS. 


ROLLS-ROYCE CARS 
FOR 1913 


“The Motor,” 22nd October, 1912 
The 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce chassis has not 
been shown at Olympia since November 1910, the 
policy of the directors of the company being to 
conserve. to themselves, as far as possible, the 
features introduced by them into their vehicles. 
Hence there will be only completed cars shown 
on the Rolls-Royce stand at Olympia. Features 
that have been introduced into the Rolls-Royce 
chassis since one was last shown may be briefly 
set out as follows and they will be found incor- 
porated in the models placed upon the market 
for the coming season. The silent running of the 
Rolls-Royce chassis has made it necessary for 
every possible step to be taken to eliminate ex- 
traneous noise and particularly those set up in 
the body through the twisting of the frame of 
the chassis hence the stiffening of the frame, 
which was partly accomplished by the introduction 
of tubular cross members, will be carried further 
by the use of tie rods from end to end of the 
chassis. 


The cantilever type of rear spring, although 
it will not be shown at Olympia will be employed 
on next years models and its advantages will be 
able to be tested by visitors to the show as one 
of the demonstration cars will be fitted with this 
type of suspension. Louvers will be introduced 
into the underscreen so as to carry away, below 
the car, the warm air from the engine and ven- 
tilators are being fitted in the dashboards. The 
timing gear of the engine is of a new design, aim- 
ing at the entire elimination of noise from this 
source and the new type of entirely enclosed Bosch 
magneto is now being employed. 


The back axle has been re-designed, being 
built up of tapered steel tubes bolted by flanges 
to a steel differential casing, which is divided 
vertically. A tapered steel torque tube encloses 
the propeller shaft, while the torque is taken on 
a spherical joint at the forward end of the pro- 
peller shaft, the universal Joint being enclosed in 
the spherical housing and working in an oil bath, 
diagonal tension stays supporting the brackets 
which carry the spherical housing. The adjust- 
ment of the back brakes can now be made by 
the fingers, no tools being necessary. 


Provision is made for dynamo lighting, a 
place having been devised for the dynamo and 
also a means of driving it from a pulley at the 
forward end of one of the gear shafts. The cone 
clutch has been improved by the use of a special 
fabric lining of such a nature that it cannot be 
burnt, while it requires no lubrication. The newly- 
patented type of spring drive is incorporated in 
the coupling between the engine and the gearbox. 
The gear and brake levers are modified in position 
so as to faciliate enclosing them within the body.” 


Courtesy — GEORGE GREEN. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE TRAINING COURSES 
OVERSEAS MECHANICS 


In February of this year, Rolls-Royce mec- 
hanics from Austria, Holland and Germany 
attended a 10-day general course at the Rolls- 
Royce Motors Limited School of Instruction. This 
course was of particular interest because it was 
held in German. The subject was current produc- 
tion motor cars, covering engine detail, automatic 
choke, weakener systems, lubrication and coolant 
systems, the automatic gearbox, final drive as- 
sembly, suspension, height control and braking 
systems, the electrical circuits and the heater, 
demister and refrigeration units. The course is 
mainly carried out in the classroom using parts 
of the car, although a Silver Shadow and Bentley 
T series are available as instruction cars. 


FOR 


An earlier school. Bert Ward fifth from left. 


The School was opened in the early 1920’s 
to familiarize chauffeur/mechanics with both the 
driving and maintenance of Rolls-Royce and 
later Bentley, motor cars. Since the war the Dis- 
tributor/Retaiier network has been built up, 
creating the need for service courses for workshop 
personnel. As business has increased overseas so 
has the need to give instruction to mechanics 
in their mother tongue. French and German 
schools have already been held and courses similar 
to that of February can be arranged in other lan- 
guages if required. 
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In 1940 the ‘Stylist’ was let loose 


54 


NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES 


QUEENSLAND 


May 18th dawned as a beautiful autumn 
Sunday morning. Our yearly Concours Day. Driv- 
ing into Garden City parking area it was truly 
impressive to see the Rolls-Royces and Bentleys 
assembled awaiting for the run to Cedar Creek, 
a picnic area approximately 40 miles South-West 
of Brisbane. After the usual car gossip for men 
and woman talk for the women, we proceeded to 
Beenleigh to meet some more members, who had 
gathered and then on to Cedar Creek. 

Unfortunately, due to the drought conditions 
we have been experiencing lately, on arrival at 
Cedar Creek, the cars no longer looked quite so 
impressive as they were covered in dust. 

After the Cloud I unsuccessfully tried to 
knock over a post the cars were assembled for 
Judging. Assembled were: Wal Moorhouse’s Mark 
6, Jack Murphy’s Cloud I, Alan Cooper’s Cloud I, 
Arnold Robert’s 20 h.p., Joy Brennelly’s Mark 6, 
Reg Wood’s Mark 6, Brian Pozzey’s Mark 6, Doug 
Gray’s S1, Ted Pollard’s Cloud 1, Brad Page’s 
R type, Barry Sparks’ R type, Keith Brennan’s 
25/30, and Harvey Waugh’s Dawn. Also present 
were — Fred and Wanda Haughtey, Sue and 
Greg Dunstan less their 20 h.p., which is having 
the motor overhauled. (Rumoured to have been 
polluting Brisbane), visitors and friends of mem- 
bers and also Mercedes Club members. 

After lunch, judging got under way in 
earnest. Keith and Harvey under the vehicles, 
Sue and Ted under the bonnet, Joy and Grey on 
paint work, Brad and Jack on interior. Following 
discussions over certain controversies, the results 
were known. 

Best Rolls-Royce and Best Car of the Day — 
Harvey Waugh’s Dawn. 

Best Bentley — Barry’s Sparks’ R Type. 

As the sun was going down behind Mt. Tam- 
borine and the cool breeze moved in, the time 
had come to make our separate ways towards 
home. As chief judge, I must say I was most 
impressed with the effort and time that the 
members have put into their cars for this year’s 
judging for which they must be commended. 

New members: Welcome to Brian Pozzey 
and his magnificent Mark 6. 

New Cars: Ted Pollard now has a very nice 
Cloud I. Bill Allen has acquired a new Shadow. 
50yd Russmuson has added to his fleet a long- 
booted Dawn. Harvey Waugh has also added to 
his numbers with the Concours winning Dawn. 


BARRY SPARKS. 


VICTORIA 


At our April meeting we were shown some 
slides — my slides (1967 vintage) of Thailand, 
India, Turkey, Greece and a few of England. This 
brought on the suggestion from Hazel Glover that 
we should have a slide evening in which each 
member present should bring along about six of 
his or her favourites — slides I mean. This we 
did in May and an interesting and entertaining 


evening was the result. Many of them took us 
back to the early days of the club, including 
some of our first Federal Rally in Wagga Wagga 
in June, 1959. 

As this is the Federal Rallying season it 
might interest members today to reflect that 
sixteen years ago the first organised meeting of 
the then two branches of the club was attended 
by (I think) twenty nine people. The New South 
Welshmen travelled to Wagga in one Ghost, one 
Phantom I and two Dawns and the Victorians 
fielded five Ghosts and a Twenty. One guess as 
to who owned the Twenty (1 had to get my name 
into this issue somehow!). 


a 


Patrick in pasitian, 


To return to what I am supposed to be 


writing about — our April outing was to Ballarat, 


which is about 70 miles West of Melbourne. We 
left South Yarra soon after 10 a.m. and arrived 
in Ballarat in time to have our lunch in the 
gardens, before assembling at 1.30 p.m. in the 
Civic Hall carpark with what seemed hundreds 
of Veteran and Vintage cars. 

The occasion was the 1975 National Rally, 
from 19th to 26th April, run by the Veteran and 
Vintage boys, who allowed us to join them on 
their Sunday afternoon display of their cars at 
Ballarat. 

We went in eight R-R’s, two Bentleys and 
five other cars and, in the car park, joined others 
in our branch who were entrants in the week- 


long Rally and who were already there. A very 
interesting afternoon for us all, as we examined 
the fascinating display of elderly machinery and 
met old friends from other States who had come 
to Victoria for the rally. 

In May we indulged in our most important 
outing of the year — our Branch’s Concours 
d‘Elegance, which was held in the grounds of 
the Yarra Yarra Golf Club. They very kindly 
made us honorary members for Friday and those 
who didn’t want to picnic could use the club bar 
and dining room — an arrangement which ob- 
viously met with much approval. 

The day could be described. as a ‘‘one-off,” 
and all the others nearby were clearly rejects. 
We were lucky indeed and the strong and un- 
seasonal flavour of summer brought out more 
members, their families and friends than we had 
dared to hope for. We mustered 28 R-R’s 
(thirteen of them were Pre-Wars, and six of the 
thirteen were Ghosts), twelve Bentleys and many 
representatives of other marques and, conse- 
quently, l’d say that there were at least one 
one hundred and fifty people. 

The overall winner of the Concours d’Ele- 
gance was David Jones with 15 CW, his Silver 
Ghost Barker Tourer. Mrs. Vera Moore won the 
prize for the Best Post-War Rolls-Royce with 
her Silver Dawn, SFC 22, and David Alsop carried 
off the Enthusiast’s Trophy with his Mark VI, 
B 308 LJ. 

And now I must get my packing done for 
the Seventeenth Federal Rally. 


PATRICK KANE-WHITE. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Yanchep Week-end 

On the Anzac Day long week-end a number 
of members enjoyed a run to Yanchep National 
Park where they stayed over night at the de- 
lightful Yanchep Inn. The Observation Quizz on 
Friday’s outward journey was won by new mem- 
ber Jim O’Neale and his wife Bridget. The even- 
ing was spent happily in the lounge and in the 
pool room. 

On Saturday a Gymkhana was held on the 
East Oval, Peter Deacon had organised numerous 
novelty events to test the skill of drivers includ- 
ing bending, blindfolded garaging, turning, dis- 
tance and direction judging events. The winner 
was Jim O’Neill in his Silver Dawn followed by 
Dick Wright in a Bentley and Keith Hancock in 
a Silver Cloud. Others competing were Gerald 
Cornelius, Corniche; Dianne Deacon, Silver Cloud; 
Dennis Pond, 20 h.p.; Matt Smith, Silver Wraith 
and Gilbert Ralph, 20/25 h.p. 

Saturday evening proved to be an endurance 
test to see who could stay up latest, telling tall 
stories or playing cards. Sunday was spent ex- 
ploring the loca] caves and other attractions. 
Federal Rally 

We must admit that the Western Australian 
delegation travelled in a variety of cars none of 
which was a Rolls-Royce product. 


GILBERT RALPH. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 


Profile: BRUCE ROSS. 

The words coming closest to describing the 
1975 RROC Federal President are: Total in- 
volvement. 

Bruce Ross is an ample figure physically, 
but he is even more generously endowed when it 
comes to working hard at things he enjoys. He 
does nothing by halves, whether it is helping his 
Events Committee plan a new outing for the 
N.S.W. branch or winning yet another trophy 
with his Silver Cloud. 


Bruce Ross with his daughter Annette after an archaeological 
expedition. 


Bruce’s garage is as expansive as the man 
himself. It houses three R-R’s (1955 Silver Dawn, 
1956 Silver Cloud and a 1929 20-25 Park Ward 
Limousine). Alongside is a Mark VI Bentley, a 
brace of Buicks and a Packard Straight Hight. 

With such an imposing array of machinery 
available, Bruce unerringly goes to the Silver 
Dawn (SMF 74) for his everyday motoring. He 
has clocked 38,000 miles during the past five 
years and says that it is favourite because of the 
responsiveness and compact dimensions. This 
Dawn — incidentally — has a 4.9 litre engine, 
and has been magnificently reliable during its 
140,000 miles, requiring little mechanical atten- 
tion. 

The Silver Cloud (SYB 26) is, however, the 
flagship of the Ross fleet, with an almost un- 
paralled record in Concours events. Originally 
restored when in the hands of Federal Secretary 


After the war the radiator got 
sinus trouble — 
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FEDERAL RALLY 
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ALBURY 1975 


Malcolm Johns, it won the RROC (NSW) Con- 
cours in 1970. The following year it took out the 
Federal Concours. It was also outright winner 
against all marques at the CVV vehicle display 
at Warwick, NSW. Bruce acquired the Cloud in 
1973 ard immediately won a fresh series of Con- 
cours events, including outright for postwar R-R’s 
at the Federal Rally and an outright win for 
post-1930 cars in the CVV Warwick Farm display. 
His most treasured trophy, however, comes from 
winning the 1975 Concours against all comers in 
the Rothman’s Classic, held at the Sydney Show- 
grounds. 

Gloria Ross and daughters Heather and 
Annette are enthusiastic supporters of Bruce’s car 
involvemerts and are seen at many vintage and 
classic car events in the Sydney area, They also 
attend most RROC branch meetings, Heather and 
Annette proving highly efficient club librarians. 

Bruce somehow finds time to be very active 
in community and commercial affairs. A Past 
President and charter member of the Pennant 
Hills Rotary, he also served for ten years as 
President of the Pennant Hills Chamber of 
Commerce. During that term he was elected a 
metropolitan Vice-President and a member of 
the Federal Chamber. 

His first love has been motor cars since he 
left school at the age of fifteen and became 
apprenticed to Vincent's service station, Pennant 
Hills. Soon he was fully occupied repairing 
friends’ and neighbours’ cars at weekends and 
evenings. After his apprenticeship, Bruce joined 
the RAAF, serving as an engine fitter at Rich- 
mond Air Base. He had his first taste of R-R 
engineering, working on Merlin engines. 

After leaving the RAAF in 1946, Bruce set 
up on his own with a small garage at Pennant 
Hills. Later he took on the Rootes agency and 
built up a formidable business in Humber sales 
and service. Today he concentrates on vehicle 
repairs, with a staff of seventeen and clients 
scattered around the entire metropolitan area. 
His is one of the few shops which can handle 
any job from tuning a diesel to rebuilding a 
total ‘write off.’ 

PEDR DAVIS. 


E—x-Member Trevor Shores with his self-builf replica Scout Car on 
Phantom | chassis 93 DC. 
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CONCOURS d’ ELIGANCE — VAUCLUSE 
HOUSE 18-5-75 


When the time was drawing nigh for us 
to hold our Annual Concours, Hal Venables, an 
ex-Vaucluse resident began his annual anti-rain 
dances with much wailing and chanting to the 
Powers that Be. 

Thus, on the 18th day of May, the sun was 
beaming down in all its glory because Hal had 
done his thing and he and his wife Peg motored 
up from Bermagui to take all the credit for the 
beautiful weather. 

Forty-eight Rolls-Royce and Bentleys cars 
settled themselves comfortably on the sward 
where the owners applied spit and polish and 
the ladies opened the picnic baskets. 

Jim Kelso — our esteemed judge, set to 
work diligently and five hours later was able to 
present his results to President George Sevenoaks. 
There were 25 vehicles to be inspected and Jim 


paused for only a short time to receive sustenance. 
His awards were as follows: 


Silver Ghost Section — 
1. Peter McGrath — 1912, Chassis No. 1910E. 
2. Ted Hudson — 1922, Chassis No, 154 BG. 
3. George Harris — 1914, Chassis No. 6 TB. 
20h.p. and PI — 
1. Ewen Cameron — 1926 PI, Chassis No. 17 TC. 
2. Roger Johnston — 1923 20h.p., Chassis No. 83K5. 
3. George Sevenoaks — 1928 PI, Chassis No. 42 AL. 
20/25, 25/30, P2 and P3 and Pre-War Wraiths — 
Len Partridge — 1937 25/30, Chassis No, GMO 10, 
Post-War Wraith and Dawns — 
1. Bryan Inder — 1952 Silver Dawn, Chas, No. SFC 54. 
2. W. Roberts — 1952 Silver Dawn, Chassis No. S69C. 
3. John Reid — 1949 Silver Dawn, Chassis No. SBA30. 
Clouds and Shadows — 
1. Bruce Ross — 1956 S. Cloud I, Chas. No. SYB26. 
2. Bradley Ryrie — 1957 S. Cloud I, Chas. No. SED163. 
There were no pre-war Bentleys entered. 
Post-War Bentleys (competing for the Bentley Shield — 
1. Brian Burgoyne — 1952 Mk. 6, Chassis No. B33MB. 
2. J. Russell Jones — 1951 Mk. 6, Chassis No. 351LH. 
3. Robert Lewis — 1963 S3, Chassis No. B266CM. 
Outright Pre-War Winner — 
Peter McGrath — 1912 Silver Ghost, Chas. No. 1910E. 
Outright Post-War Winner — 
Rruce Ross — 1956 Silver Cloud I, Chas. No. SYB26. 
Best Restoration of the Year — 
Ted Hudson — 1922 Silver Ghost, Chassis No. 154BG. 


The exodus began at the setting of the sun, 
but not before a certain Phantom I Windover 
Limousine (96 AL) began coughing and hiccupp- 
ing in great distress. 

The vehicle owned by Malcolm Johns was 
quickly rescued by John Vawser, kind friend and 
good Samaritan and a first-class mechanic to 
boot. John was bent over the engine in diagnosis, 
quite oblivious to the admiring onlookers, num- 
bered amongst them being one huge canine which 
suddenly took a flying leap into the air and sank 
its fangs into John’s big end! Not satisfied with 
the startled reaction from the crowd, the dog 
then jumped into the car and sat up proudly, 
expecting some sort of applause! 

When the blue air had dissipated, it was found 
that Malcolm’s fuel pump (no, the Phantom’s 
fuel pump) had been the cause of the problem 
and that there were no serious teeth marks in 
John’s posterior. 

The last news to hand is that there will be 
no law suit, the Phantom continued safely to 
St. Ives and John is not standing up at meal 
times. 

JUNE BRADSHAW. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Bungaree Run 

The Club took part in a day run on Sunday, 
4th May, 1975 to Bungaree at Clare. In conjunc- 
tion with the National Trust Club members were 
able to visit the house and gardens of this mag- 
nificent historic property. Participation was 
disappointing but what was lacking in numbers 
was gained in quality. Those taking part included 
Allister Angus SI Continental, Tom Barr-Smith 
19386 Park Ward 4} litre Bentley, Clem Ryan S1 
Flying Spur, Micheal Strachan Silver Dawn, Peter 
Robinson Mark VI Freestone and Webb, David 
Brooks $8 Bentley (ex P.M.). 
Federal Rally, Albury 

South Australian Club members who attend- 
ed the Rally at Albury were full of praise for 
the meticulous organisation during the whole 
event. All agreed that the venue was ideal. Of 
course after the disastrous weather that the 
South Australian Club was able to organise for 
the event in 1973 it was pleasing to know that 
the N.S.W. Club had better communication with 
the weatherman. 

Our new members are David Brown, Silver 
Dawn; John Sorbello, Silver Shadow and John 
Bull, Associate Member. 


— grinned — 
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“ANGUS AND ISOBELL” 


The article in Praeclarvm by Fay Harris of 
the crossing from Sydney to Perth for the Federal 
Rally last year in the 60-year-old “Angus” Silver 
Ghost 6 TB and the 46-year-old ‘“Isobell” Phan- 
tom I 96 AL, reminded me that except for the 
first 18 months of the life of 6TB in Australia 
I have known them all their life. 

“Angus” was a “F” series 1914 chassis in- 
corporating several modifications Sir Henry Royce 
made to these lovely cars to improve their per- 
formance. Light dome head cast iron pistons 
replaced the very heavy concave head pistons 
and were fitted with three concentric piston 
rings and 1-1/8” diameter gudgeon pins 44” in 
length. These were in place of the 7/8” gudgeon 
pin and 3 double (inner and outer) piston rings. 

With this “F” series the radiator height 
was increased from 20” to 22” and the tapered 
bonnet had louvered sides which made these cars 
look much more elegant. 

Chassis 6 TB after the final test was delivered 
towards the end of 1914 to “Barkers” of London, 
to be fitted with a lovely 4-seater sports touring 
body, with the gear iever and hand brake on the 
outside of the body. This body only had three 
doors, was painted an attractive pale green, 
guards and undercarriage included, black hood, 
black stove enamelled Dunlop wire wheels and 
was fitted with 895 x 135 mm tyres. The car was 
shipped from England in February 1915, and on 
arrival in Sydney was delivered to Sir Owen Cox 
of Birt and Co., Sydney, shipping agents. 

When I came on the scene in 1916, I had 
the pleasure of meeting the chauffeur, Bill Kelly. 
His uniform was of a grey material (to match 
the upholstery). Both the car and chauffeur were 
always immaculate; the paintwork was revarnish- 
ed every 12 months, and was registered N.S.W. 50. 

Sir Owen kept 6 TB till 1925, when he pur- 
chased a 20 h.p. sedan GH 32; this was due to 
his age, 6 TB being an open car. A Mr. Broue of 
Palm Beach then purchased 6 TB and later sold 
it toa Mr. S. Jackson of Newport, N.S.W., a land 
dealer. 

Mr. Jackson had the engine overhauled dur- 
ing the period Dalgety and Co. had the agency 
and aluminium pistons, six ring type were fitted, 
as these were the replacement for the cast iron 
variety. 

Approximately 1936 the car was purchased 
by Mr. Russell Waddington of Waddingtons Ltd., 
Coachbuilders of Parramatta Road, Camperdown, 
N.S.W. Russell Waddington was the Waddington 
of the old company Smith and Waddington till 
they closed up. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Contributions are invited dealing with Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley products or associated material. 
Photos should be black and white gloss prints. 
All references to cars should include the chassis 
numbers. Whilst every care is taken to check 
information published, no responsibility can be 
accepted for errors. 


In 1948 the car was sold to a Mr. Robert 
Bowsey of Lorne, Victoria, who had a Fabric 
Weyman type body fitted. In 1951 it was sold to 
Mr. T. McBean of Casterton, Victoria. In 1955 
6TB was purchased by Jim Beckett and Claude 
Reilly, the car by then was in a wrecked condition, 
especially the engine which had a connecting rod 
through the side of the crankcase. Jim and Claude 
took the wreck to Geelong, Vic., where they re- 
built the chassis. ; 

Jim Beckett was an Engineer by profession 
and was responsible for the mechanical repairs. 
No connecting rod suitable for this engine was 
available, new or second hand, so they had to 
use the earlier type rod, build up the small end 
and machine to suit the large:type of gudgeon 
pin bush used in this engine. 

When they had restored the chassis to runn- 
ing order they had the present body built on 
London and Edinburgh style and painted British 
racing green. 

I next saw 6 TB in 1967, amongst the collec- 
tion of R-R chassis and cars in the barn at Ingle- 
side, Queensland, owned by Faris Palfryman. 

Faris wanted to enter chassis 21386 (which 
he had purchased from Geo Sevenoaks) and 6 TB 
in the 1970 Rally, and Geo and myself offered 
to spend time to get these two cars in good 
running order. 21386 was no trouble but 6 TB was 
only running on three cylinders. I found that 
the engine had three bent valves. After fabricat- 
ing a valve lifter I removed the valves ard found 
that there was not enough metal on the heads to 
true up the valve face afer straightening the 
stems. 

To find three replacements we checked 
through several cylinder blocks up there till I 
managed to obtain three valves with the correct 
stem size. 

I reseated all the valves removed from the 
faulty cylinders plus the replacements, readjusted 
tappets, fitted new spark plugs, checked and 
adjusted both magneto and battery points, clean- 
ed the carburetter, and tuned the engine. When 
finished the engine ran like a sewirg machine. 

Later 6TB together with two other chassis 
were brought to Sydney for Geo Sevenoaks to sell, 
§ TB was purchased by Geo Harris and christened 
“Angus,” I wonder if Geo will ever part with 
6 TB; I hope not. 

“Isobel” a F2 series 1928 model Phantom I 
chassis fitted with a Windovers Ltd. saloon body. 
In my estimation this model chassis of the Phan- 
tom I series was the best produced. All the 
modifications required on the previous series 
were incorporated, and was the last model fitted 
with a cast iron cylinder head. 

The next series F2B was the first with 
aluminium cylinder heads and flat top, short skirt 
alloy pistons. This series started a run of modi- 
fications again, which was very worrying at 
times. 

Round about 1927, started the practice of 
building light body frames covered with fabric 
bodies, built by Weyman required only the guards 
valances and bonnet to be painted. The care of 
the fabric was much easier than paintwork, so 
in many cases like “Isobel,” instead of having 
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the body painted, it was covered up to the waist 
line in blue fabric and above in black fabric. 
Guards and valances were painted black and the 
bonnet was left as polished aluminium. 

Chassis 96 AL was shipped in August 1928 
from England, and I delivered it to Mr. J. A. 
Buckland on 21-12-1928. It was chauffer driven 
and well looked after, although during the de- 
pression years the use of the car was reduced. 
During the war years with petrol rationing, the 
car was mainly stored. On the death of Mr. Buck- 
land, the car passed on to his daughter, Mrs. 
Clarke of Pacific Highway, Pymble, N.S.W. Chas- 
sis 96 AL was used by Mr. Clarke for a period 
and then Mrs. Clarke started to use the car. 
During this period we fitted electric petrol pumps 
in addition to the autovac tank. 

Eventually the car was hardly used, and was 
sold to Geo Sevenoaks, who sold it to Faris Pal- 
freyman. 

The auction sale that was to be held at Ingle- 
side, Queensland included 96 AL and Geo Harris 
who was interested to purchase a Phantom I when 
we told him what a good small mileage car this 
was, turned up at the auction and purchased 
“Tsobell.” 

After the auction sale finished Geo Harris’ 
main object was to get ‘‘Isobell” mobile and drive 
her to Sydney. An account of the trip down would 
be a very interesting article. 

Since Geo Harris purchased “Isobel” it has 
been worked well, including several rallies, one 
in New Zealand, then the trip East to West and 
then Tasmania. So what a wonderful feat for 
two cars, one 60 years and 46 years old. 

I am more than pleased that “Isobell” is now 
owned by Malcolm Johns, whom I hope will never 
part with her. 

BERT WARD. 


; — 7 = 3 
 — | t 


SS. 
ieee creme | PRATT nett 


— and the whole thing is now Chinese 


Bentley Technical Supplement 


Interest has been expressed in the recently 
published second edition of the Bentley Drivers 
Club Technical Supplement for 3} and 4: litre 
Bentleys. 

You may wish to bring this to the notice of 
your members who can obtain copies from the 
B.D.C. Club Office at $5 including postage. 

The second edition incorporates lessons 
learnt from the use of the first edition and 
additional chapters running to an extra 15 pages. 


BARBARA FELL, B.D.C. 


THE FIRST ELECTRIC SELF-STARTER 
ON A SILVER GHOST 


The following is an account of what is 
claimed to be the first installation of an electric 
self-starter to a Rolls-Royce motor car. It appears 
in the book, “If I Remember Rightly,’ the 
memoirs of W. S. Robinson, an Australian who 
became a prominent figure in Anglo-Australian 
mining, the London Stock Exchange and the 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation. He was on 
the Boards of many large English and Australian 
Companies and for a time resided in London 
where the following incident took place. 

“Some years later, still in the era when all 
cars were owned privately and not provided by 
companies for the use of their top personnel, I 
was induced to buy a Rolls-Royce; Lord Wargrave 
who was then Chairman of Rolls-Royce was on 
one of the board of directors of a company of 
which I was managing director. He was a grand 
type of man as was his nephew Sir Lingard 
Goulding, Bart., the Governor of the Bank of 
Ireland who succeeded him, and Basil, the present 
Baronet, who now graces a seat on the board of 
the Rio Tinto-Zinc Corporation Ltd., the successor 
of the mining group with which I was long con- 
nected. 

“The sales department of Rolls-Royce in 
Conduit Street was then managed by Murray 
Smith, and calling on him when changing over 
to a new car, 1 said I would like it fitted with a 
self-starter. That rather shook the organisation. 
No! the standard equipment was the handle in 
front, the end of the handle fitting into a leather 
cup, and that was that. I got Lord Wargrave on 
my side and in the end Murray Smith — one of 
the best — agreed to fit a self-starter without 
guarantee of its efficiency, and providing that I 
paid the cost of the blue prints. I readily agreed. 
The car was delivered with the handle under the 
seat in case of emergency, but the self-starter 
worked splendidly. Mine was the first Rolls-Royce 
to be fitted with a self-starter. In due course I 
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received a bill for £2-12-6 for the blue prints! 
Being in a facetious mood I told lord Wargrave 
I not only wouldn’t pay, but I’d also claim a 
royalty on any Rolls-Royce cars fitted out with 
self-starters. He replied, “I suggest you pay; these 
salesmen are apt to get irritated if you tease 
them.” 

At any rate I had the honour and glory, for 
what it was worth, of helping to maintain the 
supremacy of the Rolls-Royce. And what wonder- 
ful engines they are! 

“At one time 1 devised a scheme to capitalise 
on snobbery and seriously thought of putting it 
into operation. My idea was that anyone could 
have a Rolls-Royce chassis parked outside his 
front door for a reasonable fee per month. It 
could not be stolen for it would have no engine 
under the bonnet. In a great city like London 
where one could hire furs and jewels and dresses 
for ladies, and ceremonial wear for men by day 
or night, week or month, I reckoned my idea was 
worth putting into operation. I dropped it when 
my lawyers said that the hirers of the parked 
chassis might be prosecuted and heavily fined 
for blocking the traffic; magistrates do not 
readily accept facetiousness likely to disturb their 
composure.” 

No exact date is given but it must have 
taken place after 1916 and prior to 1919. Lord 
Wargrave, formerly Sir Edward Goulding, was 
on the Board of Rolls-Royce Ltd. for a number 
of years prior to succeeding Mr. A. E. Claremont 
as Chairman of the Company. Electric self-starters 
became standard equipment on Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghosts from the introduction of the J Series in 
1919. 

Whether or not W. S. Robinson did remem- 
ber rightly does not detract from the amusing 
account of his experience with the Company. 

The above extract is reproduced by kind 
permission of the publishers of “If I Remember 
Rightly,” F. W. Cheshire Publishing Pty. Ltd. of 
346 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne. 

GILBERT RALPH. 


We British are still a long way behind — 
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The stainless steel bumper fitted ta cars for the American market. 
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The new bumper requirements effected the demise of the Sentley 
on the U.S. market. 


Detail of the new bumpers showing the Menasco Energy Absorbing Units. 


Results — Seventeenth Annual Federal Rally 
Albury, N.S.W. 


Section One — Silver Ghosts 


Entrant Chassis No. Year 

Eric Rainsford, Silver Ghost 1997 1912 
Section Two — Twenty H.P. and New Phantom 

Terry Bruce, 20 h.p. GYK 47 1926 


Section Three — 20/25, 25/30, Phantom II, Phantom III, 
Wraiths 


Rebecca Kennedy, PIII (Ex Glover) 3CM105 1938 
Section Four — Silver Wraiths, Silver Dawns 
Eric Hayman, Silver Dawn SOG 36 1954 


Section Five — Silver Cloud, Silver Cloud II, Silver Cloud 
III, Silver Shadow, Corniche 
John Brodie, Silver Cloud 
Section Six — Pre-War Bentleys 
No entrants. 
Section Seven — Post-War Bentleys 
Rodney Cayle, S1 Continental BC 47 FM 
Company Trophy for Best Restoration for the Year 
Ewan Cameron, Phantom I 17TC 
Overall Winner of Concours d’Elegance 
Eric Rainsford, Silver Ghost 1997 
Age and Authentility Trophy — Vidler Shield 
Eric Rainsford, Silver Ghost 1997 
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We 
are Specialists in 
Motor Car 
Upholstering 


Loose Covers 
Dust Covers 
Wheel Covers 
Lamp Covers 
Hood Envelopes 
Motor Car Hoods 


Phone 


iy 6251 


——S—— 


We are the Largest 
Suppliers in Sydney 
for 


Motor Cycle 
Side Car Bodies 


Hoods 
Envelopes 


Storm Aprons and 
Wind Screens 


MILLER BROS. 
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The First Rolls-Royce V8 


Yes, we 
Repair Hoods 
and 
Upholstering 


Re-make 


Cushions 


New Carpets and 
Fibre Mats 


Phone 
CITY 


6251 


Loose Covers 
Dust Covers 
Repaired and Cleaned 


Patent Lace 
Spring Frames 
fitted in back of 


seats and cushions 


New Hood 
Bows fitted 
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— but no doubt we shall catch up in time 


* Reproduced by kind permission of ‘AUTOMOBILE YEAR’ 


ONE OF THE JUDGES AT THE FEDERAL RALLY 


ROLLS-ROYCE MEETS OLIVE TREE 


Mr. Charles Lloyd Jones, Chairman of David 
Jones Ltd., sent Bert Ward this photograph from 
London a few years ago, and wrote: 

“TI thought you might like to see evidence 
that Rolls-Royces are not as indestructible as 
you have led me to believe. The photograph 
shows the result of my 8.3 love affair with an 
Olive tree in the South of France. Actually the 
three of us who were in the car at the time are 
damned lucky to be alive. 

“I was in the back of the car, and broke a 
couple of ribs and cracked my back in one or 
two places. This was not as bad as it seems, as 
I will be up and about in a day or two.” 

Bert comments on the personal satisfaction 
he received from seeing wrecks such as these 
restored to original condition. 
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